
April 15, 2019 Budget Work Session 

A special meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, was held on April 15, 

2019, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 6:00PM, to conduct a budget work session 

with Mayor Kathy Lawson presiding.  Council Members present included Mayor Lawson, Vice 

Mayor Chad Martin, Council Member Jim Woods, Council Member Jennifer Bowles and Council 

Member Danny Turner.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City 

Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, and Finance Director Linda Conover 

 Mayor Lawson opened the Council meeting. 

 Sheriff Steve Draper and Major Laura Hopkins addressed budget requests, specifically 

related to the overpopulation of the jail.  

 Fire Chief Ted Anderson and Deputy Chief Kris Schrader highlighted the overtime and 

part-time budget increase request.  This year, the required firefighter physicals and uniform 

costs increased.  The cost related to EMS and the increased cost and calls related to the closure 

of Stone Ambulance was also discussed.  A PowerPoint was presented by City Manager 

Towarnicki with information from the Martinsville EMS Review Committee. Anderson read a 

statement assuring the citizens that the Fire/EMS Departments are not in financial trouble and 

even if the requested budget increases are not approved, his department will continue to provide 

adequate assistance to the City.  Gene Teague, Michelle Stone-Agee and Sheriff Draper of the 

EMS Review Committee attended to discuss the increased cost to cover EMS needs. 
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Safety Coordinator John Turner was present to answer questions about the safety budget, 

FEMA and Fire/EMS grants. 

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn. Vice 

Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  The meeting 

adjourned at 7:30 pm. 

 

 

 

  

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 
Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council     Kathy Lawson, Mayor    


